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Online Course Concept
Introduction to GIS

• Manage Course through the Distant Learning 
“Course Portal”

• Interact with course content through Moodle
– accessed from the Course Portal 

• Hold live sessions using
– Adobe Connect Pro through the Distant Learning 

Department
– Skype

• Office hours available via Skype.  Instructor will be 
available M-F 9am to 4pm.  Other times may be 
arrange at instructor discretion.
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Course Portal
• Access the portal and login

– http://mediaserve.nmt.edu/portal/app/EODILecturePortal.html
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Course Announcements

This is where the course 
content will reside.  Links to 
Moodle
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Email – will not use email through the 
course portal

Email client of your choice
• Thunderbird
• Outlook
• Google, yahoo, msn
• etc

In other words, what you currently use
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Link to Chat

Who is online

Extended Course
(Moodle) 

course content, chat, forum, and who is online

Link to Forum
(Can also access 

from Course Portal)
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Lectures and Lab Exercises
via pre-recorded video



Introduction to GIS - Online Course Concept 8

Accessing Group Meetings

Click the Live Lecture Button
• will only work if Instructor initiates 
scheduled live session
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Click “Full Screen”
button to enlarge 
shared screen

Live Group or Individual Sessions through Connect Pro
- via the Live Lecture button from the Course Portal
- alternatively, individual sessions via Skype (more later)
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• Students will need to establish a Skype account 
(free) if not already established

• http://www.skype.com

Audio

Video via a 
web cam

Instant 
messaging

• A web cam is fun to have but not required
• A good headset with mic is recommended, but not required

Screen sharing is also 
available with through Skype 
or Connect Pro
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Closing Statements
• Do not panic…

– With distance learning participants will have help from the instructor and other 
students.

– Instructor will monitor the chat and forums whenever possible.
– Need screen sharing or remote assistance?

• Just ask so a session can be opened in the “Live Lecture” or Skype.

• Contact info (in order of preference):
1. Skype:  source3computing
2. Email: andrew@source3.com
3. Cell: 505-350-5535
4. I do not text message!!  This is not an option and I will not reply.

• System Requirements
– Each student will be given a one-year educational use only copy of ArcGIS 10.  
– ArcGIS does not run on Mac or Unix.  If running on a Mac or Unix, you will need 

to either:
• Dual boot into Windows
• Run Windows in a virtual machine (i.e. Parallels or Virtual Box)
• Or use one of the GIS machines in the computer pods.
• Figure out how to use Grass GIS or QGIS


